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Udder Health : SHOW ME THE $$$$ !!

V Commodity Value of Milk = $27,000,000,000(NAHMS 2005)

V Reduced milk production associated with 
mastitis caused a loss of 1.8 billion $ to 
producers (Bramley 1996)

V $140-300$/cow per year from mastitis (Gill 1990) [$179 Bar et all 2007, 
range depended on cow value & milk price therefor ranged from $3- $403, ]

V Top 2 reasons to cull cows (USDA 2007)

1. Repro (26 %)

2. Mastitis (23 %)

V Mastitis was also reported as the leading cause of adult 
cow mortality (17.1%) (USDA 2002)
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Milk Quality &Welfare
Â Welfare é Pertains to anything 

that may affect the health, 

comfort and overall well being of 

an animal/person

Â We affect disease on a daily 

basiséand thereby affect 

Welfare

Â It is our obligation to optimize the 

welfare of the animals under our 

care

Â We will serve this obligation best 

by being proactive and preventing 

disease and discomfort rather 

than being forced to treat it!
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